
SUMMARY 

ZJAWA IV was crossing the Atlantic, bound for her home port Gdynia, Poland. During the 

voyage, a longer stop was made in Peterhead, Scotland, for maintenance and engine 

replacement. Before departure, discussions between the master and the ship’s owner resulted 

in the master and a couple of crew members returning home at their own expense. The reason 

was that those returning home did not consider the vessel being suitable for crossing the North 

Sea at this time of the year. The owner sent replacements.  

The voyage commenced though the heating system as well as the stove was not in working 

order. Furthermore the vessel leaked and had to be drained every now and then. The weather 

was at times harsh and the vessel therefore had to seek port to await better weather conditions. 

During the voyage, the crew’s diet was poor and prepared only with hot water. 

As the vessel had passed Drogden light house and the main part of the Sound, the master 

handed over the watch to the officer, who was instructed to turn port and eastwards after 

passage of Falsterborev. The officer instructed the helmsman, one of the two lookouts, to go 

closer to land, i.e. more to the east, to avoid heavy traffic in the traffic lanes, to reduce work 

with the sails. The officer was on occasion busy draining water from the engine room. 

At 13:48 5 December, the vessel touched ground on the shoals of Falsterborev, closely south 

of Måkläppen. The crew was evacuated some hours later. Any injuries did not occur, though 

the vessel had sustained substantial damage. 

For navigation an electronic chart in the master’s private computer was used. As there was no 

functioning compass available, the computer and GPS information was used to establish the 

course. Both the GPS:s and the computer were in the chart room, one deck below the conning 

place.  

The grounding was caused by the vessel being navigated on a route that was supposed to be 

safe, without the position being controlled with an alternative navigational method. Drift, 

caused by wind and current, may have brought the vessel closer to the shallow area than 

expected. Contributing is most likely that the officer partly paid attention to other duties 

below deck. Further, it cannot be ruled out that the area Falsterborev and the lighthouse 

Falsterborev may have been confused with each other, contributing to the vessel being 

brought into the shallow area. 

Poor preconditions with poor diet and damp, cold conditions have most likely affected the 

planning and performance of the voyage negatively. 

Safety recommendations 

As the company has taken relevant and adequate action, SHK refrains from issuing any 

recommendation (see section 4). 

The Polish Flag State Authority is recommended to: 

 complement its inspection procedures to make them better embracing control of 

function and use of magnetic compasses (see section 2.4). (RS 2017:06 R1)  


