SUMMARY IN ENGLISH

The flight was a private flight with a motor glider at VVarberg/Getterén Airport. There were two
grass runways at the airport: runway 12/30 and runway 06/24. When flying motor gliders, take-
offs and landings were sometimes carried out in a southerly direction (informally called runway
18).

The pilot was 83 years old and had limited flying time in recent years but flew with some
regularity.

The wind was southerly with an average wind speed of 10 knots with gusts up to 17 knots. The
crosswind component for runway 12 was calculated to be between 7 and 10 knots.

Radar tracks and witness statements indicate that the pilot initially performed a take-off and
landing on runway 18 and then another take-off from runway 18 and approach to runway 12.
The pilot then probably landed on runway 12 and then taxied back to runway 12 for takeoff.

A witness perceived that during take-off from runway 12 the aircraft drifted slightly to the left
in the direction of travel just after take-off. Shortly thereafter, the aircraft's left wing impacted
the ground, followed by the aircraft nose, and ending with the aircraft tipping onto its back. The
pilot was seriously injured but was conscious and able to speak immediately after the accident.

Rescue services, ambulance and police were called to the scene of the accident. The pilot was
taken to hospital and rescue services collected the limited amount of fuel that leaked and
decontaminated the site.

After the accident, the pilot had no memory of the day in question or the accident.

No technical fault that could have contributed to the course of events could be found on the
aircraft.

The cause of the accident could not be determined.

However, it is likely that the combination of the prevailing wind gusts and the possibility of a
reduced reaction ability due to the pilot's age contributed to the loss of control of the aircraft.
The low altitude meant that it was not possible to regain control.

Safety recommendations

The investigation material does not provide sufficient basis for any safety-enhancing
recommendations.



