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Statement of the Swedish Transport Agency regarding recom-

mendation RL 2015:06 R2 

The Swedish Transport Agency has, at the section for helicopters, general aviation 

and leisure craft, examined the requirements in Regulation (EU) 965/2012 con-

cerning life-jackets that are to be used on board aircraft during private flying. The 

reason for this examination is a recommendation from SHK addressed both to the 

Swedish Transport Agency and EASA in its final report, RL 2015:06, Accident 

on Lake Vättern on 14 June 2014 involving the aircraft N5411Z of the model 

Cessna-TU206G, File number L-72/14 

The Swedish Transport Agency is recommended to: 

□ Investigate whether there is reason to introduce, augment or modify the re-

quirements regarding the colour and function of life-jackets required in aircraft 

that are not covered by Part-CAT in Regulation (EU) 965/2012. (RL 2015:06 R2) 

The regulations referred to, (EU) 965/2012, says the following about the use of 

life-jackets on board the mentioned category of aircraft; 

NCO.IDE.A.175 Flight over water 

(a) The following aeroplanes shall be equipped with a life-jacket for each 

person on board, or equivalent individual floatation device for each person 

on board younger than 24 months that shall be worn or stowed in a position 

that is readily accessible from the seat or berth of the person for whose use 

it is provided: 

(1) single-engine landplanes when: 

(i) flying over water beyond gliding distance from land; or 
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(ii) taking off or landing at an aerodrome or operating site where, in the 

opinion of the pilot-in-command, the take-off or approach path is so 

disposed over water that there would be a likelihood of a ditching; 

(2) seaplanes operated over water; and 

(3) aeroplanes operated at a distance away from land where an emergency 

landing is possible greater than that corresponding to 30 minutes at normal 

cruising speed or 50 NM, whichever is less. 

How the requirements above can be fulfilled is stated in the AMC below; 

AMC1 NCO.IDE.A.175 Flight over water 

ACCESSIBILITY OF LIFE-JACKETS 

The life-jacket should be accessible from the seat or berth of the person for 

whose use it is provided, with a safety belt or a restraint system fastened. 

MEANS OF ILLUMINATION FOR LIFE-JACKETS 

Each life-jacket or equivalent individual flotation device should be equipped 

with a means of electric illumination for the purpose of facilitating the 

location of persons. 

 

A requirement is also placed on the commander to conduct a risk assessment be-

fore flight over water is performed; 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

(a) When conducting the risk assessment, the pilot-in-command should base 

his/her decision, as far as is practicable, on the Implementing Rules and 

AMCs applicable to the operation of the aeroplane. 

(b) The pilot-in-command should, for determining the risk, take the 

following operating environment and conditions into account: 

(1) sea state; 

(2) sea and air temperatures; 

(3) the distance from land suitable for making an emergency landing; and 

(4) the availability of search and rescue facilities. 

The Swedish Transport Agency assesses the requirements that exist today to be 

sufficiently detailed regarding the use of life-jackets and therefore finds no reason 

to introduce, augment or modify the requirements regarding the colour and 

function of life-jackets required in aircraft that are not covered by Part-CAT in 

Regulation (EU) 965/2012. 

 

Yours sincerely 

[signature] 

Gunnar Ljungberg 

Acting Accident Chair 


